General Visual Arts and Photography Classroom Checklist
          Occupational Health & Safety Information Package for School Health & Safety Workplace Inspectors

	VISUAL ARTS

	All items on checklist for Standard Classrooms apply with the following additions:
	
	

	Are flammable materials such as solvents, solvent-based paints, solvent-based cements, etc. kept in original containers with legible labels? Small quantities should be encouraged and bulk quantities decanted into safety cans with WHMIS workplace labels.
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is storage secure, away from heat, acids or strong oxidizers; the preferred storage is in a metal cabinet?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is appropriate personal protective equipment used when decanting?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are signed metal safety cans provided for oily or solvent rags?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are flammable liquids stored in an approved safety can with a spring-loaded cap and a flame-arresting device?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is adequate general and local exhaust ventilation for the specific process available?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Specific Processes
	
	

	Depending on the specific program content, certain processes may be in use at some time in the school year. Consultation with the department head and/or teacher will clarify which processes are used. These processes have certain hazards associated with them and the appropriate safeguards should be checked.
	
	

	Painting
	
	

	If solvent paints are used, is local exhaust ventilation provided?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are chemical resistant gloves provided for cleanup using solvents?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is airbrushing equipment, spray-painting equipment or aerosol spray containers used? Is a spray booth used?  Is it exhausted to the outdoors?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Printmaking
	
	

	If acid etching, photo etching and silkscreen printing with solvent-based inks, is there local exhaust ventilation?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are appropriate gloves, aprons, and chemical goggles available when working with acids?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are acid spill kits available?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is an eyewash station available with the location clearly marked and is it regularly tested?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Sculpture/3 Dimensional Activities
	
	

	Is pre-mixed wet clay available for use to reduce risk of dust inhalation?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are clean-up techniques using wet sponging or mopping in place?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are lead-free glazes used for kiln firing? Are MSDS available for glazes that contain hazardous materials?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are asbestos-free heat resistant mitts/gloves available?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are tinted goggles/glasses available to view kiln firing?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is local ventilation provided for the kiln? The hood should extend 6” (15 cm) beyond the kiln on all sides, and the kiln must be no lower than 6” (15 cm.) from the hood.
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is a fire extinguisher available in the immediate area of the kiln? Is a tag attached with the date of the monthly inspection noted?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are dust masks available for use when mixing plaster and performing stone sculpture?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are CSA approved safety glasses or goggles available for stone sculpture?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is local exhaust available for use with epoxy or resins or heating of plastics?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are MSDS available for any hazardous chemicals in use?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are CSA approved safety glasses or goggles available for use in woodworking?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are guards installed and used with all power tools used in woodworking?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are provisions made for dust removal such as industrial vacuums or dust collector systems for woodworking equipment?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Dyes and Fibres
	
	

	Are local exhaust ventilation and dust masks available if dye powders are mixed?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is solvent-based or water-based dye being used? If solvent-based, local exhaust ventilation is required.
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are appropriate eye protection and gloves available for tie-dyeing process?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	Use of Wax
	
	

	Is a thermostatically controlled double-boiler or electric frying pan available for melting wax? No open flame or hot plate should be used.
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	Jewelry/Holloware/Enamelware
	
	

	Many materials used in these processes are regulated as designated substances in Ontario. A Health & Safety Officer or consultant should conduct an assessment if this is included in the art program.
	
	

	Are fluxes, enamels and solders free of lead, cadmium or fluorides and are MSDS available?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	PHOTOGRAPHY DARKROOMS
	
	

	All items on checklist for Standard Classrooms apply with the following additions:
	
	

	
	
	

	Ventilation
	
	

	Is exhaust ventilation adequate to maintain a slight negative pressure in the room? (This will ensure that chemical vapours do not escape into the classroom).
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is there a minimum 15 cfm (cubic feet per minute) per occupant of outside air supplied? Concerns about supply and exhaust ventilation may arise through conversations with the teacher.
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the ventilation, supply and exhaust, left ON at all times that the darkroom is in use?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is there a hood or slot exhaust system at the sink/chemical mixing area?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	Chemical Storage
	
	

	Are chemicals stored in non-corrosive cabinets?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are all chemicals in original containers with original label or, if decanted with WHMIS workplace labels except for solutions prepared for immediate use?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	Chemical Wastes
	
	

	Are waste containers appropriately labelled and stored?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are waste chemicals disposed of according to Board procedures?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	Protective Equipment
	
	

	Are aprons, chemical gloves and appropriate eye protection worn when mixing chemicals or handling waste?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is an acid spill kit available?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is an eyewash station available with the location clearly marked and tested regularly?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	GFI (ground fault interrupter) electrical receptacles are recommended
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	Procedures
	
	

	Are written procedures available regarding use, handling and storage of chemicals and disposal of waste?
	yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no   FORMCHECKBOX 
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